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In this issueIn this issue
New member profile - ConTact CARE - p3
How a negative interest rate would impact on you - p4 & 5
Harbour Watch - p6
Inorganic rubbish collections - p7
Housing preferences in 2025 - p8 & 9
Memories of Clarks Beach [Part 3] - p10 & 11
Clarks Beach Library - p12
God Defend New Zealand - p13
Auckland water shortage a concern - p21
First Cars - p22 & 23
It Happened On Fifth Street - p24 & 25
Beyond the Horizon - p26
Kiwanis Trauma Dolls - p27
Thanks as always to our regular contributors

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
Indoor Bowling Club - Tuesday 7th July
Beyond the Horizon book launch - Saturday 11th July
Inspiring Women Workshops - Tuesday 4th August

Cover photo:
The face of the future - a quirk of 
nature gives this tree stump a 
rather sad demeanour as almost 
all the pines at the Clarks Beach 
subdivision have been removed 
to make way for new houses. 
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New member profile        New member profile        

ConTact CARE - Janette KingConTact CARE - Janette King

I have been a resident of Waiau Pa for 20 years 
and since my husband Lance and I sold our busi-
ness in 2017, I have been focusing on completing 
my ConTact C.A.R.E training to become a fully 
qualified practitioner.  I first learned about Con-
Tact C.A.R.E - a martial arts-based technique – in 
2013, completing numerous foundation courses 
over the coming years and treating horses and 
people in my spare time.  I have completed all 
Human Practitioner courses, am currently com-
pleting the Equine courses and am now available 
for treatments full time.
    ConTact C.A.R.E locates and releases trapped 
pressure from bone as a result of a surprise 
impact.  The Flinchlock Release method we use is 
gentle and non-manipulative and can help many 
injuries and ailments – old or new.  ConTact 
C.A.R.E. can reduce and eliminate pain, increase 
mobility and improve sports performance.
    Some of the things ConTact C.A.R.E may work 
effectively with include headaches/migraines, 
back and neck pain, sore hips and knees, breath-
ing disorders, cranial tension, mental/emotional 
shock, sports and old unresolved injuries.
Treating horses and dogs is what I love the most 
as they are so responsive and even the most 

sceptical and nervous of animals become calm 
and trusting through a treatment.  I also offer 
horse/rider combo treatments (treating the 
rider on the horse), and rider specific treat-
ments on a wooden horse with their gear.  These 
treatments have a unique effect on improving 
performance of horse and rider, correcting 
issues such as breathing issues (both horse and 
rider), rider position, gait irregularity, problems 
with transitions and lead changes etc.

Please check out my website: 
www.jkcontactcare.com,  Contact me if you have 
any questions, and follow my Facebook page:  
Janette King – ConTact CARE – Flinchlock 
Release 
I look forward to being able to help you and your 
four-legged friends through this - 
Common-sense Approach to Real Ease
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Could your bank pay you to take out a loan? No, 
we haven’t fallen down Alice’s rabbit hole, this is 
the world where the central bank implements a 
negative Official Cash Rate.
________________________________________
Rocked by the devastating effects of COVID-19 
on global economies, New Zealand’s central 
bank has flagged the use of a negative Official 
Cash Rate (OCR) in its latest Monetary Policy 
Statement (MPS).
    “As an unconven-
tional fiscal strategy, a 
negative OCR is some-
thing Kiwis have never 
seen before, and one 
we would need to see 
greater conversation 
from the Reserve Bank 
of New Zealand (RBNZ) 
about once retail banks 
are in a place to implement,” says Brad Olsen, a 
senior economist with economics consultancy 
Infometrics.
    Essentially, lowering the OCR into negative 
territory would mean that cash deposited with 
the central bank would incur a storage charge, 
as opposed to earning an interest income, he 
says.
    While previously guaranteeing that the OCR 
would stay on hold at its current level of 0.25 
percent for the 12-months to March 2021, in 
its latest MPS the RBNZ told banks to prepare 
systems for the possibility of a negative OCR by 
year-end, signalling the potential for a dramatic 
change in fiscal policy.
Why use a negative interest rate in New 
Zealand?
    By using a negative interest rate strategy, 
the central bank aims to incentivise spending 
and deter saving to encourage much-needed 
economic activity.
    Sombre economic projections to year-end 
anticipate rising unemployment, supply chain 

disruption, and further damage to New Zealand’s 
economy in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Government debt levels are expected to soar, 
doubling to over $200 billion,” Brad says.
    With lessened tax revenue the result of rising 
unemployment coupled with increased spending 
on social support, the Government will be in the 
red for a long time, he adds.
    While currently in a state of uncertainty, 
the possibility of a reduction in pricing across 

the economy is likely and 
could cause New Zealand 
consumers to adopt a 
wait-and-see approach 
to spending that would 
exacerbate an already 
challenging situation.
    The implementation of a 
negative OCR would bring 
retail lending rates lower 
and encourage individuals 

to spend on goods, services, and property which 
could, in turn, enable businesses to be more 
profitable, stabilising wages and employment.
    As an export economy, another major 
concern for New Zealand is a reliance on foreign 
investment which the RBNZ flagged in its latest 
MPS, saying that ‘reduced world activity will 
mean lower demand for New Zealand exports’.
“New Zealand’s exports are holding up, but as 
the world edges into recession, disruption to 
trading routes and international freight lines 
could affect the prosperity of our primary 
export sector,” Brad says.
    “While the general feeling is that the economy 
has driven down the value of our dollar, reduc-
ing the OCR could realise a further reduction 
which would support exports going forward.”
“Global trade will soften but a lower OCR has 
the potential to assist in creating demand for 
New Zealand’s exports by making them more 
attractively priced on a global scale,” Brad says

Continued on next page 

How a negative interest rate would impact on youHow a negative interest rate would impact on you
Brad Olsen, Senior Economist at Economics Consultancy Infometrics
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How have negative interest rates worked 
overseas?
    Previously indicating neutrality, RBNZ 
Governor Adrian Orr has said negative interest 
rates ‘had been operating just fine around the 
world, and should be viewed as an extension of 
traditional monetary policy’.
    Just a handful of central banks currently 
use zero or negative interest rates including 
Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, the European 
Central Bank (ECB), and Japan.
    Utilised to combat a persistent deflationary 
period and the European debt crisis, negative 
interest rates across Europe have been used to 
stimulate the economy and improve the demand 
for exports. They have also given individuals 
pause for thought to re-examine finances, ask-
ing whether investments such as term deposits 
are rewarding enough.
    In the case of persistently low interest rates, 
those with savings may be inclined to search 
for better returns outside their bank. Interna-
tionally, however, Brad says the vast majority of 
retail rates have failed to fall below zero.
How will a negative interest rate affect me?
    For mortgage-holders, the concept of a 
negative OCR should mean a further discount 
on interest rates. However, banks may be 
reticent to pass this rate cut to customers as 
profit margins will already feel the squeeze of a 
reduced OCR.
    “In the case of historical OCR cuts, these 
haven’t always flowed through to retail rates, 
however, in more recent times consumers have 
benefitted from record low interest rates. What 
we’re seeing is the RBNZ doing the heavy lifting 
to keep wholesale rates as well as their own 
funding rates low,” Brad says.
    “Seeing mortgage rates fall below three 
percent is a huge move, especially in uncertain 
economic times, however, there is concern 
about how much the RBNZ can do, given that 

banks forecast pricing movements in advance,” 
he adds.
    For savers and retirees, the slow, downward 
creep of the OCR since September 2015 is bad 
news.
    Where the current average interest rate on a 
12-month term deposit between New Zealand’s 
five major banks is around 2.2 percent, and the 
current OCR is 0.25 percent - there is a 1.95 
percent gap.
    Should banks be able to maintain a compara-
ble difference if the OCR was further cut, then 
a -0.25 percent OCR would see an assumed 
12-month term deposit rate of 1.7 percent.
A retiree with a $10,000 deposit would have 
their gross return of $170 reduced to net $140 
per annum, after a 17.5 percent tax rate.
While some say reducing the OCR further would 
immediately reduce wholesale interest rates, 
effectively amounting to monetary stimulus, 
the impact on New Zealand’s housing market 
remains to be seen.
    Brad expects that the major effect for those 
in the residential property market will be the 
availability of credit.
    “With loan-to-value restrictions (LVR) gone 
for the next 12-months, banks will be keeping 
a closer eye on lending to understand who will 
repay their loan and who will be more vulnera-
ble,” he says.
    As our country navigates unchartered 
economic waters with a long-term expectation 
that the cost of borrowing will be cheaper for 
longer, coupled with this recent relaxation of 
LVR restrictions, a negative interest rate seems 
likely to entice buyers sitting on the fence to 
make a move.
    “However likely the RBNZ is to implement a 
negative OCR, New Zealand’s banks will have 
their hands full navigating the post-COVID-19 
economy while updating technological infra-
structure in preparation for the single biggest 
test to software systems since Y2K,” Brad says.

How a negative interest rate would impact on youHow a negative interest rate would impact on you   Continued from previous page
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Harbour WatchHarbour Watch
By Robyn Pearce

Daniel Overton & Goulding Lawyers “The DOG”
Serving Onehunga for 70 years. Now open in Pukekohe
Guy Newlove Consultant - Clarks Beach Resident

Wills, Enduring Powers of Attorney, Estate Planning, Selling 
& Buying Property, Trusts, Relationship Property & Business 
Problems

“I am available anytime at your home or mine for a chat about 
any problem you may have - chats are free.”

        Guy Newlove         Phone: 09 237 1423        Mobile: 027 441 7075        Email: guy@doglaw.co.nz

DANIEL OVERTON & 
GOULDING

Barristers & Solicitors

Orua Bay Wharf

The Weka berthed in front of the 
Kentish Hotel at Waiuku

Update on The Clarks Beach Public Wharf Society Update on The Clarks Beach Public Wharf Society 
Thanks to the 70-80 people who expressed their interest in supporting the floating pontoon project 
as a pre-cursor to a more permanent wharf at Clarks Beach in the future. The ultimate goal is to 
have a series of wharves around the Manukau Harbour to encourage both recreational use on the 
harbour and a ferry service connecting its various settlements.  The process has begun with the 
new body - the Clarks Beach Public Wharf Society - now in the throes of being incorporated.
If you wish to find out more or to join the Clarks Beach Public Wharf Society contact Robyn Pearce 
on 027 584 6348

Grahams Beach wharf, 1955 
It was the anchor point of many community 

events, as well the ferry services. 

In looking through family photo albums re-
cently I found reminders of how much traffic 
the harbour used to support. 
Here’s looking forward to the day when once 
again travellers have water-based choices 
to reach Auckland and other harbour-side 
communities.
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Inorganic Rubbish CollectionsInorganic Rubbish Collections

If you have inorganic items you would like 
Auckland Council to remove, you need to book a 
collection.
    Every area of Auckland is allocated a week 
each year for an inorganic collection. There is no 
charge to book an inorganic collection. One collec-
tion of up to one cubic metre of inorganic material 
per year is included in your property rates.
    Flyers will be delivered to mail boxes in your 
area several weeks before your area’s assigned 
collection week. Or you can enter your address 
into the online booking tool to find out your collec-
tion week.  https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/
rubbish-recycling/inorganic-collections/Pages/
book-inorganic-collection.aspx
    You can also use our online booking tool to find 
out your collection week, without actually making 
a booking.
    The Council inorganic collection service is now 
focused on reuse, recycling and diverting waste 
from landfills.
Examples of items that are acceptable are:
•  large appliances – empty fridges, freezers, 
washing machines and ovens
•  small appliances – kettles, irons and vacuum 
cleaners
•  furniture – beds, couches, chairs, kitchen items 
and ornaments
•  sporting items – gym equipment, bicycles and 
toys
•  outdoor equipment – unassembled trampolines 
and basketball hoops
•  outdoor items – barbecues, garden tools and 
outdoor furniture
•  renovation items – carpet, timber (without any 
exposed nails), tools, fixtures and fittings, baths 
and sinks (metal and plastic only)
•  lawnmowers – with petrol and oil removed
•  electronics – TVs, computers, phones and DVD 
players
    The following items are not accepted as part of 
the inorganic collection service:
•  recyclable packaging
•  bags of rubbish, including items contained in 

Flexi-bags
•  household recycling material – containers, 
paper or cardboard
•  polystyrene,including bean bags and bean bag 
beans
•  garden waste – grass clippings, and tree and 
hedge trimmings
•  vehicle parts – automotive or boating items of 
any kind (tyres, parts, seats, engines, etc.)
•  construction, demolition or trade waste – tiles, 
plaster / gib board, concrete, ceramic or porce-
lain, toilet bowls or toilet seats
•  any items containing concrete, porcelain or 
ceramic material (planters, umbrella bases, 
pavers, etc.)
•  glass of any kind
•  clothing of any kind
•  liquids – oil, petrol, paint and chemicals
•  hazardous waste – poisons, batteries and 
medical waste
•  asbestos – fibrolite, floor coverings made of 
asbestos, lagging and ceiling coating.
•  gas cylinders – CNG or LPG containers
•  weapons of any kind (e.g. swords and guns)
•  wheelie bins of any kind.
    You can book your collection anytime from 
mid-January to eight days before your scheduled 
collection week.
    On the day of your collection you need to have 
your inorganic items out by 7am. Do not put your 
items on the berm, kerb or footpath - this is 
considered illegal rubbish dumping.
Items should be small or light enough to be lifted 
by two people.
    Inorganic collections take place between 7am 
and 7pm. Inorganic items are collected using two 
trucks, one taking recyclable material and the 
other taking items for landfill.
    If your driveway is wide enough, a small van 
could be brought down to remove the items from 
your property.
    If only some of your items have been collected, 
a second truck might still be on its way.

Report illegal rubbish dumping
If you see dumped rubbish on public property, call          

0800 NO DUMP (0800 663 867)
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Informed by the experience of COVID-19 
residential property preferences are set to 
experience a seismic shift as we reassess 
priorities around work, family and leisure. Bayleys 
investigates just what housing may look like in the 
year 2025.
________________________________________
    Informed by the experience of COVID-19, the 
Kiwi psyche and residential property prefer-
ences are set to experience a seismic shift as 
we reassess priorities around work, family and 
leisure. Bayleys property reporter Katharina 
Charles investigates just what housing may look 
like in the year 2025.
   Previously sandwiched somewhere between 
the 60s cartoon ‘The Jetsons’ and George Or-
well’s classic novel 1984, our expectations of life 
in the future are set to be irrevocably impacted 
by the effects of COVID-19.
   Touching everything from industry to inter-
connection, the global coronavirus pandemic 
has not left a single sector undisturbed, forcing 
change the world over to the way we do busi-
ness, the way we travel and New Zealand’s $55 
billion residential property industry.
Working from home
    The forced closure of non-essential business-
es across the world as more than 48 countries 
have entered a partial or full lockdown phase 
has seen employers scramble to equip workers 
with the necessities to work from home includ-
ing network access, software, desks, screens 
and supplies.
    While recent years have seen greater 
investment into employee health and productiv-
ity by the introduction of flexible hours and the 
creation of more agile working environments, 
the sheer scale of employees working from 
home during the pandemic is poised to set a new 
normal where more workers that can work from 
home, will work from home, permanently.
    Despite being driven by efforts to limit the 
spread of COVID-19, the idea of working from 

home similarly captures the essence of popular 
social movements including efforts to curb 
climate change by way of easing transport 
pollution and the shift toward better work/life 
balance.
    As workers seek the flexibility to transition 
between business headquarters and the home 
office, the new normal will lead to a greater 
demand for properties featuring space for the 
home office, a study nook and flexible living ar-
eas that can be utilised as temporary business 
bases where and when necessary.
Land and proximity
    The extreme measures taken to curb 
the spread of COVID-19 have rendered New 
Zealanders housebound and, in many cases, 
stir crazy.
    Feelings of isolation and claustrophobia may 
serve as incentive for homeowners to seek 
housing with more land and space for the fam-
ily, while the desire to reside in communities 
neighbouring beaches and parks may become 
stronger than ever.
    Likewise, we could see a growing appetite 
for rural property as the threat of another fu-
ture virus outbreak gives cause to shift toward 
a more self-sustaining, off-the-grid lifestyle.

Continued on next page

Housing Preferences in 2025Housing Preferences in 2025
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    Under New Zealand’s level four lockdown, there 
has been a phenomenal increase in the presence 
of families walking around their neighbourhoods, 
enjoying local parks and partaking in contactless 
physical exercise, which will encourage more 
value placed upon proximity to green spaces, 
natural attractions and amenities.
    As more of the population stays local, there will 
be a flow-on effect for neighbourhood businesses 
such as cafes, retailers and other services which 
have the potential to create more desirable 
communities and greater demand for housing 
in those areas which are well-serviced by local 
businesses.
Downsizing
    As our economy works through the anticipated 
recession, expected to cause more than 200,000 
job losses across the country, some financial 
situations will be reassessed as homeowners look 

Housing preferences in 2025Housing preferences in 2025   Continued from previous page

to minimise their financial risk by downsizing 
homes and freeing cash flow by the sale of 
investment properties.
    This could have an interesting off-shoot, 
providing a welcome boost to the rental market 
as investments previously utilised as short-term 
accommodation through platforms like Airbnb 
are offered for sale or added back to the long-
term rental pool.
    While fiscal stimulation by the Reserve Bank 
of New Zealand (RBNZ) and the Government has 
gone a long way to keep more Kiwis employed 
and, in their homes, some forced home sales are 
inevitable.
    This, coupled with the construction hiatus and 
a housing shortage in our main centres has the 
potential to drive demand for more affordable 
housing developments, apartments and units.

For Club info contact Margaret 2321797 or Steve 2321544
Club house bookings & Petanque contact Anne 09 2983514

CLARKS BEACH BOWLING CLUB
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Memories of Clarks Beach from December 1925 – June 1992Memories of Clarks Beach from December 1925 – June 1992
PART 3            PART 3            Reproduced from a narration by Phyl Fausett  

    Around the next point we come to Torkar 
Bay with its boat ramp, a beautiful picnic and 
recreation area, its yacht club and holiday camp. 

What a rejuvenation from the untidy wind swept 
area that it was for many years. The toe-toe 
that grew rampant was a great rubbish dump 
until someone set fire to it. 
    A call brought the Patumahoe Fire Brigade 
and from then the clean up started. On the first 
rise just by the boat ramp is where the farm 
house was situated. Permission in the early 
years had to be granted by whoever was in 
residence if you wished to go through the gate 
to take a boat or go fishing off the rocks. 
    On the reserve look for the fused double tree 
trunks – a Puriri and a Pohutukawa.
    Across the paddocks (now part of the golf 
course) you can see our Kauri tree reputed to 
have been found as a young seedling by one of 
the Clark family boys, It is estimated to now be 
around seventy years old or more. Look over 
the bank and you will see now a huge tree trunk 
poking out and lying horizontally – a relic of a 
Kauri forest I guess! To keep back the erosion 
of this bank and so preserve the Kauri tree (the 
Ratepayers Association with the assistance of 
some residents, the Franklin County Council 
and the advice of the Pukekohe Tree Society) a 
native tree grove project was set up. But with 
the removal of the fence surrounding the area 
and the encroachment of the golf course this 
now seems to be a thing of the past. The idea 
was that to have a grove of trees back from 

the bank as well as the foreshore, would give 
protection to the bank giving and so preserving 
the Kauri tree. 
    Once known as Pig Bay (because of the 
housing of pigs in that area over the years) it 
was renamed and dedicated by Maori Elders 
as Ngahere Bay – the meaning of which, if I 
remember correctly, is “the gathering of the 
people.” 
    I spent many hours tending these trees 
which were all donated by residents of Clarks 
Beach, the Council the Tree Society, the Maoris 
and others who were interested. As well as 
tending to watering I was always having to 
chase out sheep and cattle that grazed in 
paddocks alongside. 
    

It has been a big disappointment to myself and 
Doug Keates that this project now seems to 
have gone by the board. We were officially ap-
pointed caretakers and weren’t even consulted 
about the removal of the fence. We were wait-
ing for the surviving trees to grow up a bit and 
so give protection for further planting. A Puriri 
tree that was well established was transplant-
ed by the golfing fraternity to another position 
in the month of February – it died of course.   
    While in this area I must tell you of a family 
of Dalmation descent who lived for a while over 
the eastern side bank of the now holiday camp, 
and there they tended a vegetable garden. It 
was great to get these offered for sale over 
the holiday periods.

Continued on next page

Halls Beach 1994

Clarks Beach Holiday Camp Xmas 1986
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    The Franklin Park Estate starts at Torkar Bay 
and the housing area is bordered by the golf 
course, Torkar Road, Stella Drive and Stevenson 
Road. Torkar Road runs from the entrance 
way to Torkar Bay right through the where it 
meets with Crispe Road and Clarks Beach Road. 
Parallel to it is Stevenson Road connected by 
Seaway Road, Taihiki Road and Stella Drive each 
with cul-de-sacs branching off them. 
    The original idea for Stella Drive was that it 
would continue through what is now the golf 
course land, and come 
out at the Waiau Beach 
area – thus being 
named a “drive” and 
also accounting for 
the sharp corner at its 
junction with Stevenson 
Road.
    In one of the cul-de-
sacs off Stella Drive 
was where the new 
cowshed was built, replacing the original one in 
the valley below the farm homestead. These old 
buildings along with a storage shed were only 
removed when the golf course was formed, the 
new cowshed being demolished when housing 
took over its area.
    The golf course takes in some of what was Bill 
Stevenson’s farm and is bordered on the south-
ern side by Jim Young’s property. Jim married 
one of the Clark girls and his farm frontage 
is along Clarks Beach Road to its junction and 
around into Wharf Road.
    A big wooden water reservoir tank was built 
and this now serves the whole of the Clarks 
Beach area. Alongside this for several years 
stood a rock and cement tank about six to eight 
feet in diameter and six feet or so high. This was 
built to serve the farm water system and even 
ad a plaque on its side which read: “Built by Ivan 
Marusich, George Torkar and Mick Vidak – 1928.”       

    To my bitter disappointment along with oth-
ers who have expressed the same sentiment, in 
1983 the removal of this has been a loss of an 
important part of local history. The council men 
I heard broke three picks in its demolition. The 
following is an extract in reply to a query from 
our Ratepayers Association as to the reason 
for this destruction: Quote “With respect to 
the stone reservoir it was felt that it had little 
historic value and that the area would look 
much tidier with it removed.” We folk around 

knew nothing of this 
action until it was well 
underway and we could 
do nothing to stop it. 
(My blood boils!)
    There was also a 
pig trough made in the 
same manner – about 
four feet long and 
around fourteen inches 
wide (if I remember 

correctly.) This was found when we were 
setting up the native tree grove. I used it for 
holding some of my water supply for the trees 
I tended. When the surrounding fence was 
removed I am given to understand it was placed 
inside the gateway to the sewerage ponds. If 
still there I would dearly like to see it placed 
somewhere more prominent to viewers – say 
the entrance of the holiday camp or Yacht club. 
    Walk along Torkar Road and you will see 
baches that have been altered and added 
to, some serving as permanent residences, 
outs at No. 81 being one of these. Some lovely 
homes have replaced most of the baches and 
with their commanding views are much envied 
for their positions right on the waters edge, 
something that is not now permissible by law. 
Any new areas of such have to have the beach 
areas then a roadway and then the housing, 
etc.

Memories of Clarks Beach  Memories of Clarks Beach  Continued from previous page

More memories from Phyl Fausett next month

Torkar Bay Vintage Car Rally 1991
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Tucked away 
in its new 
home behind 
the Church-
By-The-Sea-
shore, is the 
Clarks Beach 
Community 

Library. Run by volunteers, the library has 
offered a free service to the local community 
since it first opened in 1995. Here you will 
find around 2000 permanent books available 
for locals to borrow. Auckland Libraries also 
supplies around 200 books, rotating them every 
few months. One of the eight regular volunteers, 
Jim, says “We are hoping to increase this to 400 
books.”
    Unlike many other libraries, there are no fees 
and no restrictions on how long you can keep 
a book. Whilst most of the books are fiction 
(due to less interest in non-fiction) there are 
also puzzles, jigsaws and dvds, young adult and 
children’s books for loan. The most popular 
genre at the moment is murder mystery, but the 
range is wide. In fact, the library is currently not 
accepting donations of old books as it is very 
well stocked.
    When the library was set up, it operated 
from a room in the church building. Books were 
donated by locals. It was open on Tuesday morn-
ings and run by ladies of the church congrega-
tion. However, a couple of years ago the library 
almost shut up shop, perhaps because the local 
community didn’t know that the facility was open 
to all, not just church goers.
    The opportunity to move into a small building 
behind the church came up, so earlier this year 
the library ‘moved house’. Jim, who helped with 
the move, says “The building was almost a write-
off. We cleaned it and painted it. Auckland Li-
braries supplied shelving.” Once the books were 
sorted and placed on the shelves the library was 
up and running again. Then along came Covid-19!
    With the country’s move into Level-1 the 

library is once again open for business. Extend-
ed hours mean that it is now open Tuesdays 
9.30 – 11.30am and Saturdays 12.00 – 2.00pm. 
It is staffed by volunteer librarians working on 
a roster system.
    Rent for the 
library building 
is currently paid 
by Auckland 
Libraries but as 
from next year 
the library will 
have to apply for 
funding. Jim says 
that because it is 
a community fa-
cility the library 
committee would like to offer it to community 
groups for small meetings, etc on a ‘koha’ 
rental arrangement. There are tea and coffee 
making facilities available. Anyone interested in 
using the library for their meetings can contact 
Jim on 232 0495 or 021 182 2368.

Clarks Beach Library - a treasure trove for readers Clarks Beach Library - a treasure trove for readers 

CLARKS BEACH CLARKS BEACH 
COMMUNITY LIBRARYCOMMUNITY LIBRARY

The Church by the Seashore is kindly allowing us to userooms in the 
Church for your Community Library. 

We are open on     TUESDAYS from 9.30am - 11.30am. 
         SATURDAYS from 12.00pm - 2.00pm
The Auckland Council Library provides us with a large 
number of current books every four months, and we have 
a large variety of books for all our readers; young and old. 
We are also able to offer a selection of DVDs and 
jigsaw puzzles.

PLEASE COME AND SEE WHAT WE HAVE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES CONTACT 

JIM  232 0495 or Jan 232 0068

6/15/2020 20200612_101321.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#inbox?projector=1 1/1

6/15/2020 20200615_120712.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#inbox?projector=1 1/1
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The anthem originated from a poem that was 
composed by Thomas Bracken; probably better 
known for his poem “Not Understood”. Bracken 
was born in Clunes, Ireland, where at an early age 
he was left an orphan. He went to live with one of 
his uncles, a chemist, and during his youth served 
in his uncle’s shop.
    As he was of an adventurous nature, he decided 
to try his luck in Australia, where the gold fever 
was then at its height. Little is known of his life in 
Australia, except that after spending some time 
on the goldfields he did some sheep shearing. A 
natural gift for writing found expression during 
this period and several of his poems were printed 
in Australian journals. The lure of gold, however, 
proved irresistible and when reports of the 
fortunes being made in Otago reached Australia 
he sailed for New Zealand. Miner, hotelkeeper, 
journalist, poet, member of parliament – these 
and many other occupations gave him a broad 
outlook on life which is reflected in many of his 
poems.
    Bracken, for some years, edited “The Saturday 

Advertiser”, a Dunedin journal which ceased 
publication in 1893. It was this journal which 
was responsible for giving New Zealand its 
National Anthem, for although the poem had been 
published some years previously as “ A New 
Zealand Hymn”, it was not until 1875 that “The 
Saturday Advertiser” inaugurated a competition 
for the musical setting of the words and offered 
a substantial prize to attract the best musical 
talent in the colony. Three of the leading musi-
cians in Australia were appointed adjudicators; 
each was required to act independently in making 
his award.
    At that time there was a young man named 
Joseph Woods, at a teaching school in Lawrence, 
Otago, who, like Bracken, had come to the young 
colony from Australia. Woods read in “The Ad-
vertiser” the particulars of the competition and 
decided to submit an entry.
   Acting independently, the three Australian 
musical adjudicators, had no hesitation in select-
ing Mr Woods as the winner of the competition. 
Thomas Bracken expressed his full concurrence 
with their opinion, and thus New Zealand got its 
National Anthem.
    Woods outlived Bracken by thirty-six years. He 
died in 1934 at Lawrence where for many years 
he was the Town Clerk.

A little history . . . A little history . . . 

GOD DEFEND NEW ZEALANDGOD DEFEND NEW ZEALAND
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Come in & see our professional team!
We offer hairstyling, colouring
Wedding/Special occasions 
Hair & Makeup, Manicure, 
Pedicure, Waxing & Facials

Phone Sally & Anita. 232 1987
12c Seaway Rd, Clarks Beach

OPEN: Monday to Saturday (with late nights)

Stockists of: 

Be sure to check out 
our Facebook Page

KEUNE 
FUDGE
MONU

The Village 
Hair & Beauty 
Studio

226 Torkar Rd Ext  
Clarks Beach
Auckland 2122

Phone: +64 09 232-1685
Email:   info@clarksbeachholidaypark.co.nz
Web:      www.clarksbeachholidaypark.co.nz

holiday park
CLARKS BEACH

Suzanne & Gavin Cooper

Camp & powered Sites | Cabins | Motel units | Lodge

After a long, hot 
summer, the 
signs that winter 
is just around 
the corner have 
appeared - wild 
mushrooms on the 
Clarks Beach golf 
course and vibrant 
autumn leaves 
on trees whose 
branches will soon 
become bare.
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HunterIT
s e r v i c e s

WE ARE A SMALL IT SERVICE COMPANY 
 BASED IN FRANKLIN. WE PROVIDE MOBILE

AND RETURN TO BASE REPAIRS

SERVICES INCLUDE
Printer repairs
Internet issues
RAM upgrades

Home office set up
Desktop & laptop repairs
Hard drive replacements

Virus protection & removal
POS installation & service

 

With over 25 years experience,
we are here to help

021 137 6663

support@hunterit.co.nz

www.hunterit.co.nz

Therapeutic | Sports | Kahuna | Remedial | Pregnancy
Mohala Floor Bodywork | Hot Stone Massage

Thank you for your support

GAS Waiau Pa GAS Waiau Pa 
wants to thank you for your continuous wants to thank you for your continuous 
support to help us get through the support to help us get through the 
COVID-19 pandemic.COVID-19 pandemic.
We are calling Kiwis to “shop local” and We are calling Kiwis to “shop local” and 
“buy NZ made” continue to grow. “buy NZ made” continue to grow. 

GAS Waiau Pa: 581 Waiau Pa Road, Kingseat 2679GAS Waiau Pa: 581 Waiau Pa Road, Kingseat 2679

and a big THANK YOU from Ian 
and the boys at
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Business Association - Financial MemberBusiness Association - Financial Memberss
   
Accommodation Estuary Orchard  232 1231  Accommodation
  C.B. Holiday Park  232 1685  Camping, cabins, vans & motel
  Clarks Beach Paradise  21 0800 2523 Air B&B accommodation
  Graham & Jeanette Guy 027 477 1176 Self contained holiday accommodation
  Neale Properties Ltd  029 209 6304 Holiday home accommodation
Accountants David Greenfield Biz. Serv.  027 658 5695 Chartered Acct - biz & tax advice
Aerial Photography Incredible Images  027 688 5001 Aerial & real estate photographers
Alpaca Farm Tours PJ Alpacas  232 1142  Farm tours & alpaca products
Automotive Waiau Pa Automotive  232 1747  Automotive repair, Masport, BBQs
Building Company CGC Homes  021 905 136 Residential house construction
  Franklin Kitchen Renovations 027 272 0455 Kitchen & bathroom renovations
  Kenco Construction  021 115 5925 Building company
  Precision Homes NZ Ltd 021 277 4040 Andrew Butts - building company 
  RVT Construction  021 102 538576 New builds, renovations
  Totalbuild   232 0006  Award winning building company 
Building Consultant Weybridge Consulting Ltd 0274 892 382 Building & dispute resolution consultants
Building & Landscaping  MacDirect Ltd  236 3727  Sawmill & timber supplier
BusinessEducation GettingAGrip.com  0275 846 348 Time management specialist
Business Services Invoiceit.com  232 1881  Business software you can download
Cafes, Restaurants Cafe Sole   09 296 3030 Fully licenced cafe
  Clarks Beach Takeaways 232 1531  Fish ‘n chips, pizzas & more
Computer  Counties Computer  232 1646  Corporate computer consultants
Concrete Cutting BBD Concrete Cutting 0274 151 467 Ken George 
Curtains  Kevens Curtains  238 9326  Soft furnishings, drapes,blinds, shutter
  Harrisons Curtains & Blinds 232 1879  Mobile curtains & blinds
Dentist  Pukekohe Dental Ltd  238 6490  Dentistry www.pukeohedental.co,nz
Early Educ, Centre Play & Learn  232 1981  Early education centre
Earthworks, etc. Next Level Civil  021 029 22216 Earthworks, retaining, roading, drainage
Electrical Services E Power Limited  0800 376 937 Electrical work john@epower.net.nz
  MJD Electrical Ltd  021 154 7274 Maintenance, solar, home security, etc
  Orr Electrics  0274 925 780 orr.elect@xtra.co.nz   
  Redline Electrical & Security 021 725 009 0800 733 546 andrew@redline.net.nz
Environmental Eltham Environmental Ltd 027 201 6383 Kylie Eltham Consultant 
Entertainment Kean Kreations  021 162 8863 Prof. Magician / Business Manager
Engine Maintenance Small Engine Services  027 4386 189 Engine repairs, & maintenance,  loan mowers
Equine Nutrition DL Equine   027 498 3665 Dale Logan - nutrition, herbal medicine
Farm Services Glenn Kidd Fencing  021 240 9563 Farm & lifestyle block fencing
  Mike’s Lifetyle Block Service 021 331 019 Paddock care, spraying, fertilising
Golf  Clarks Beach Golf Club 232 1788  18 hole golf course & clubhouse
Hair & Beauty Bordeaux Hair Design 232 1368  Hair salon
  Diny’s Hairstylist  027 431 4411 Colours & cuts (Wella Specialist)
  Renew Skin & Body  021 159 4166 www.renewskinandbody.co.nz
  The Village Hair & Beauty 232 1987  Styling, nails, lashes, massage  
  Top Notch Hairdressing 232 1525  Hair Salon
Hedge Cutting RW Hedgecutting Ltd  021 083 44108 Lawns, hedgecutting, woodchipping-
HIre Equipment EWP Ltd   232 0050  Elevated work platforms hire
  Waiau Pa Handy Hire  232 0204  Home handyman equipment hire
Home & Property   Bralen Property Services 027 229 0274 Interior/exterior maintenance, van hire
Maintenance NestZest   027 472 1706 Carpets, upholstery, sanitising, etc
  The Garden Tamer  027 226 8843 Garden maintenance & design
IT Services Hunter IT Services Ltd 021 137 6663 Computer, laptop, printer, mobile repairs
  Micronet Services Ltd   021 662 603 Craig Parkinson, IT specialist
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Jeweller  The Jewellers Hand  022 157 7594 Courtney Nicholl-Jones
Legal  DOG Law   027 441 7075 All your legal needs, wills, trusts, etc
	 	 Hainsworth	Powrie	Law		 027	539	9377	 Law	firm	specialising	in	criminal	work	
  Mason & Mortimer Law  021 245 2993 Melinda Mason
Marketing & Media KC Marketing Media & Design 021 201 0001 Strategic marketing, business development
Medical & Wellbeing ConTACT CARE  027 221 3366 Impact injury treatment - animal & human
  Massage for Motion  021 023 37404 Health & wellness, massage & bodywork
  Proactive Podiatry Limited 021 026 29547 Andea Muller
  Urology Consulting Services 021 444 326 Urology nurse practitioner clinic
Mini Digger Hire Franklin Mini Digger Hire 021 271 0502 Stump grinding, digger work & hole boring
Orchard	 	 Pinewater	NZ	Ltd	 	 232	1305	 	 Organically	certified	orchard
Painting & Plastering Provsion Paint, Plaster, Fix 021 798 398 Jamie Clarke
Pet Minding Precious Pets  232 0265  Small block & pet minding service
Plumbing, Gas Digby’s Plumbing Services 021 0256 9313 Local plumbing service
Public Speaking Sharman Enterprises  232 0007  Public speaker & chestnut producer
Real Estate  &  Barfoot & Thompson  027 587 0795 Brooke Robertson
Property Development Bayleys Pukekohe  0274 863 738 Michele Mathieson 
  Harcourts Blue Rick Realty 021 840 208 Robbie Robson
  Harcourts Clarks Beach 021 222 0963 Bonnie Reid    
  Harcourts Clarks Beach 027 446 9824 Kim-Maree Osborne
  Harcourts Clarks Beach 022 075 0669 Samara Billington
  Knight Investments  021 226 3767 Property investment & development
Retail  g.a.s. & Gifts  232 1476  Petrol/diesel sales, giftware shop
  Hammer Hardware  232 1779  Hardware products
Security  Counties Locksmiths  0800 562 572 Locksmith and security advice
Storage  Waiau Pa Storage  232 1423  Secure yet accessible storage
Tiling  Southern Tiling  027 235 8255 Waterproofing, mosaic, tiling, underfloor heat
Trailers  Trailer World Limited  232 0271  Trailer manufacture & repair service
Upholstery  Locky’s Marine & Auto   021 538 000 Marine & auto upholstery
Vending Services Saxon Vending  232 0287  Personal products vending
Waterblasting Smartwash Waterblasting Ltd 0800809274 House washing - contact Jeremy
Water Deliveries John’s Farmlet Services 0800 327 653 Water deliveries & water tank cleaning
Window Cleaning Totally Awesome Window Cleaning 021 272 9797 Residential / commercial window cleaning
Windows & Doors Exceed    0800 37 37 10 We fix windows & doors, hinges, locks, etc

• Safe secure storage
• Computer controlled access
• Individual lockup units
• Access 24 hours, 7 days

VEHICLES   BOATS
VEHICLES   BOATS
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Kea, Cubs, Scouts
During the school term for boys and girls
Kea Scouts      6-8 yrs              6-7 pm Wed
Cub Scouts     8-10.5 yrs        6-7.30 pm Mon
Scouts:            10.5-14.5 yrs   6.30-8.30pm Thurs   
Contact Group Leader: Simon Kerr    021712572
See back page for other leader contact details

Mainly Music - WP Hall
Parents and preschool kids

$3 per family/under 1 yr free
or 10 sessions for $20
Tue (term time) 10-11am
Ph: Sharon  232 1523

Clarks Beach Bowling Club
40a Torkar Road

Season 14th September 2019 - 24th Apeil 2020.
Tues evening “Community Bowls”--Tony 2321222
Wed morning “Roll-up”
Fri evening “Twilight Bowls”, “Petanque”,
socialising, raffles, lucky membership draw. 
Club info - Margaret 2321797 or Steve 2321544
Petanque and Clubhouse bookings -Anne 
092983514

Waiau Pa Hall
For hire - rates and availability
Contact: Kathy Coles 232 1719

Plunket
Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday morning 

at Waiau Pa Hall 
Phone Kathy for appointments

021 248 1272 or 235 8508    

Clarks Beach Playgroup
Mon, Wed, Fri - 9:30am - 12pm

$2 per family - All Welcome
     40 Torkar Road, Clarks Beach   

Playgroup is also available for Party Hire!         
clarksbeachplaygroup@gmail.com

facebook.com/ClarksBeachPlaygroup/

The Gardening Group
Meets at the Waiau Pa Hall

13.00-15.00 hrs
2nd Monday of the month

Contact: Jeanette Guy 0274 771 175
Glenys Laing 236 3716

Waiau Pa Church
Sunday service @ 10.00am
www.waiaupachurch.org
Contact: John McGeorge  

waiaupachurch@gmail.com

Waiau Pa Patchwork Quilters
Meet the last Wednesday of every month

At the Waiau Pa Hall
9.30am-3.00pm

Contact: Irene 232 1414

St Bride’s Anglican Church
Local shared Ministry at Findlay Road, Mauku

11.00am Sunday Service
1st & 5th Sundays: Morning Prayer
2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays: Eucharist

Contact: Sally Matheson 232 1606

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Church by the Seashore  

Sunday worship  10.30am (preceded by a cuppa at 10.00am)  Rev. Bertie Meyer 238 6768
Church office open 13.00-15.00 hrs 2nd Thursday in the month

Local contacts:   Liz 232 1593,     Sharon 027 441 6151,     Ruth 232 1896
Friday Bible Study 10.00am at 93 Torkar Road   Contact:  Elaine 232 1727

Church by the Seashore is the venue for the following groups:   
Tues: Library 9.30-11.30     Jim 232 0495

Thurs: Film Fest 10.30-14.00 (fortnightly)  Elaine 232 1727 
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  Mike’s Lifestyle Block
  Services
   for all your paddock needs
   Spraying Boom & Spot
     Mowing & Topping
     Fertilising
     Harrowing
      Call Mike for a quote

   (021) 331 019

Call free anytime
0800 37 37 10

www.exceed.co.nz

ENJOY A BUG FREE,  
SPRAY FREE HOME

WITH EXCEED RETRACTABLE INSECT 
SCREENS FOR WINDOWS & DOORS

Order online or phone
Natural Spring Water available

JOHN’S FARMLET SERVICES

JOHNSFARMLETSERVICES.COM

 

BBrraalleenn  PPrrooppeerrttyy  SSeerrvviicceess  

HHaannddyymmaann  
Offering a range of Handyman services. 

 
Brad Cowper 027 229 0274 

Bralenpropertyservices@gmail.com 
“We do the jobs you don’t have time for” 

Advertise in the Greenie . . .contact:Advertise in the Greenie . . .contact:
editorthegreenie@gmail.comeditorthegreenie@gmail.com

TREE MAGIC ARBORISTS
Free quotes for large and small tree pruning, 
dead and dangerous wood removal, branch 
mulching, crown reductions/thinning, stump 
grinding and site clearance

0800 CLIMBER 
info@treemagic.co.nz
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The best view in townThe best view in town
Yacht club now available for hire 

for parties and weddings

CBYC is fundraising for new facilities and is offering the 
club as a venue 

(max nos 60) 

reception@clarksbeachyachtclub.org.nz
021 616 691

To arrange pickup, contact Steph:
027 737 9006  / stephcoles54@gmail.com

Please put them in a bag and write 
on the bag what age group the 

goods are for.

PJs, Raincoats ‘n 
Gumboot Drive

For the months of May and June you can donate 
your used - but still in good condition – PJs, 

Raincoats ’n Gummies to help other children.

With winter comes rain, mud 
and chilly nights 

We welcome your unwanted 
Pyjamas, Raincoats and Gumboots 

to pass on to deserving families and Women’s Refuge.

CLARKS BEACH GOLF CLUB
YOUR LOCAL GATHERING PLACE        
                                              

- MEET NEW FRIENDS

-  VARIOUS MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS 

-  SUMMER & WINTER TWILIGHT GOLF ON 

   SATURDAYS

-  NOT A GOLFER - SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

FOR THE SOCIAL MEMBER
-  FRIDAY NIGHT CARVERY – GREAT MEAL!

-  SATURDAY MEALS

-  SUNDAY BRUNCH FROM 11.00 AM

-  GAMING MACHINES FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT

-  SOCIAL EVENTS

-  TAB  -  WHY NOT HAVE A SMALL FLUTTER

-  QUIET GET TOGETHER THROUGHOUT THE WEEK ENJOY-

ING    

   THE FELLOWSHIP OF MEMBERSHIP

SIMPLY CALL THE CLUB AND OUR FRIENDLY STAFF WILL 

TALK OVER OPTIONS WITH YOU.
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There is still a water shortage - and corre-
sponding water restrictions - in Auckland.
Watercare says the weather forecast from the 
MetService  indicates that we should get some 
much needed rain in the Hunuas at the end of 
June. But, with considerably less rainfall than 
we typically get at this time of year, Auckland’s 
water supply will remain under strain.
    Since November 2019, the average rainfall 
across Watercare’s gauges has been a smidge 
over 500mm, compared to 878mm which is the 
normal amount of rainfall expected over that 
period. 
    The rain we’ve had recently has been nice, 
but made only a small amount of difference. 
In fact, we’ve had 376mm less rainfall since 
November. Sporadic rainfall has seen our dam 
levels ebb and flow over the past few weeks 
but never rising above 46 per cent.

Auckland water shortage is still a serious concernAuckland water shortage is still a serious concern
As dam levels continue to ebb and flow, 
production at Waikato and Onehunga treat-
ment plants is being maximised to reduce the 
demand on water storage dams. Watercare 
says they are working to return two former 
water sources – Hayes Creek Dam in Papaku-
ra and a bore in Pukekohe – to supply.
    Watercare currently has resource consent 
to to take 150,000 cubic metres of water 
each day from the Waikato River. A summary 
of water useage between June 10 & June 14 
shows that the average amount of treated wa-
ter from the Waikato River to supply Auckland 
with Aa-grade tap water on a daily basis is 
152088 cubic metres; a shortage of around 
2000 cubic metres per day. Hence water 
restrictions in Auckland will remain in place 
for the foreseeable future.
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First Cars - First Cars - Bernd Reber spare wheel joined the large metal thing behind the front 

seats.

With spring aroma in the air, it was the perfect time 

to pick up my girl for a Sunday outing and maybe a 

picnic. She wore a beautiful white dress, very summery, 

very white. Along the way, I felt cool and in charge. I 

graciously offered her a cigarette and she accepted. 

I impressed by pushing the cigarette lighter on the 

dashboard. My goodness, it was all so sophisticated. 

But, it was at this point that I seemed to have forgotten 

two important things. One was that the ashtray on the 

dash was full. The other was that the departing spare 

wheel had created quite a large hole in the bottom of 

the boot. So when I casually pulled out the ashtray for 

her convenience, it didn’t 

occur to me that the draft 

in the boot would find an 

easy escape via this very 

orifice. The ash stood no 

chance. It was blown right 

out and emptied itself over 

the pretty dress, which had 

now turned several shades 

of gray.

Undaunted by the 

calamitous events, I had 

made big plans. My friend 

Matt and I wanted to fly to 

Cleveland, Ohio to visit his parents and this was going to 

be my first flight. All we had to do is get to Amsterdam’s 

Schiphol airport, a mere 700km away. Klaus would come 

along and drive the car back. He took his place on the 

backseat, next to the large panel thing and the spare 

tyre and two suitcases, since the boot catch was jammed 

again. The heater had never really worked and with one 

of the windows only going up so high, snow on the road 

and temperatures well below zero, we were doomed 

from the start. After several stops to warm up frozen 

fingers, we got to a section of Autobahn where, curiously, 

they had diverted three lanes into one, to the opposite 

side. We bobbed along this one-lane stretch until we 

heard the loud bang, followed by a terrifying hiss. The 

engine was no more and we stopped.

Continued on next page 

Ask any guy about his first car and it could be a while 

before he stops talking. Be prepared for hearing lots of 

technical stuff. Gals, well, not so much.

Where I was, getting a driver’s license was an event. 

26 hours compulsory driving lessons with professional 

instructor, night driving, Autobahn (min. speed 160 

km/h), parking and a lot of road rules – and money 

spent. But sadly, I didn’t have wheels, despite my brand 

new license, made from a linen material and still valid 

today after 53 years. 

Then one day in early spring, the car appeared. Father 

had bought it, nicely polished 

and so impressive. Of course, 

it wasn’t a gift, I had to repay 

it, but it was mine. A six-year 

old BMW 700. It mattered not 

that there were lawnmowers 

with bigger engines. It mattered 

even less that I couldn’t tell a 

clutch from a door handle. This 

was the object with which I 

could impress my lady. 

I failed miserably quite early 

on. On my way from her’s one 

afternoon, with black ice on the 

road, I wanted to test the brakes. From that day, I parked 

the car the other way around in the drive, to avoid 

Father spotting the dented door. Such luck that the tree I 

hit had only recently been planted.

Days later, while driving over a multi-track railway 

crossing, a loud clatter caused me to look into the 

rear-vision mirror. I stopped and retrieved a somewhat 

unwieldy large panel that had apparently fallen out from 

underneath. With no idea what it was or where it came 

from, it started living behind the front seats. A month on, 

at the very same crossing, the car came to a shuddering 

stop when the spare wheel dropped out of the boot. It 

was at this point that I realised the engine of my beloved 

car was actually in the back and the boot in the front, 

where the spare wheel was stored sideways at the very 

front of the car in a well. The rusty well gave in and the 
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Waiau Pa Indoor Bowling ClubWaiau Pa Indoor Bowling Club 

Will be commencing at the 
Waiau Pa Hall on 
Tuesday 7th July 2020 

Names in by 7pm for play to commence at 
7.15pm.

We encourage you, even if you have not played 
before, to come and join us for an evening of 
fun and laughter with supper provided.  

Our season this year will be from  7th July to 
22nd September, 2020.   

For any enquiries please do not hesitate to 
contact me or any other member
.
We all look forward to seeing you all on the 7th 
July.

Diana Hamer
President
Waiau Pa Indoor Bowling Club.

First CarsFirst Cars - continued from previous page

Now, the thing is, on a single lane with barriers left and 
right, there is no overtaking and nowhere to shift. So, 
the traffic began building up behind us. Klaus was sent 
to find an emergency phone box and he seemed to 
take forever. A tow truck finally arrived after reversing 
back to our spot. We heard later that our little car had 
caused a traffic jam big enough to make the evening 
news, with cars stretching 50km back. 

Klaus never did get to drive the BMW back. Besides, 
it turned out that he hadn’t taken any money to buy 
petrol anyway. I rode in our frozen wreck on the back 
of the tow truck and the kind driver dropped us off at 
the Cologne railway station. Matt and I rushed to catch 
a train and I can still hear Klaus shouting “how am I 
going to get home?” 

After nine months of blissful ownership, I was once 
again on foot.

Find YOUR voice! 
 
 

Learn to speak confidently in every situation at 

Karaka Toastmasters 
 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays monthly 
FREE to visit! 

7pm-9pm 
Karaka War Memorial Hall 

 
 

 022 068 5632    sam@happinessence.co.nz 

Magic For All Occasions!!
• Parties

• Weddings

• Corporate Events

• Children’s Magic Shows

• Magic Lessons

Make your next event truly memorable ... call Andy today!

021 162 8863     
www.keankreations.co.nz
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It is not often that one’s 
family history is as well 
preserved as that of local 
author Robyn Pearce. 
When Robyn (with eight 
published non-fiction 
books under her belt) 
discovered her family 
was in possession of 
two tin trunks of letters 

written by her ancestors, she decided to investi-
gate further. The history contained within these 
trunks set the stage for her 
entrée into the world of writing 
fiction. 
    Encouragement came from 
her Aunt Peggy who suggested 
the protagonist of the story 
should be Alfred. “He was the 
most interesting one of the 
family – he would make a good 
story” she said.  Taking her 
advice on board Robyn was 
keen to step into this new genre 
of writing, saying “It brings 
history to life – puts flesh on 
the bones.”
    For Robyn, a three-year jour-
ney of discovery and research 
was to follow, culminating in the publication of 
It Happened On Fifth Street in April 2020. She 
photocopied the immense number of letters 
and then used these as a source of information 
rather than making them ‘the story’, hence the 
fictional slant on her family’s history. Amongst 
other things the letters gave Robyn a valuable 
insight into the language of the day and the 
lifestyle. Some of these letters had been written 
in a crosshatch style (see notes at end) which 
was quite difficult to decipher.
    Robyn made three separate trips to the 
United States - to the cities of Cincinnati and 

It Happened On Fifth Street - a tale of  forgotten heroesIt Happened On Fifth Street - a tale of  forgotten heroes
By Robyn R Pearce

Utica where the Burnett family resided during 
the leadup to the abolition of slavery in the 
US. It was not until 1865 when the Thirteenth 
Amendment was signed at the end of the Civil 
War that slavery was abolished completely. Her 
research included many hours in the historical 
section of the Cincinnati library. She explored 
the transportation methods between Buffalo 
and Cleveland along the shores of Lake Erie, the 
two canals on which people travelled north and 
then west from the southern states, and the 
Ohio River where slaves crossed in the dead 

of night to reach the Burnett 
family’s safe house in Utica. 
Here family members fed 
them, provided fresh clothing 
and shoes, before transport-
ing them furtively to the next 
safe house along the route. It 
was dangerous work. 
    With her research com-
pleted, then after at least ten 
versions and five or six shape 
changes to the story’s struc-
ture, Robyn breathed a huge 
sigh of relief when the book 
was published. She says she 
had a lot of positive feedback 
from friends who proofed the 
book, recognizing the value of 

their suggestions.
     Self-publishing meant there was a lot more 
work to be done after the story had been 
written. Cover design (by English designer Nick 
Castle) and the marketing blurb were crucial 
components. “You need to stay focused on 
the readers you want to attract.”  Being an 
independent publisher meant that Robyn has 
also taken on the marketing of the book herself.  
She feels the satisfaction factor will be worth it 
in the long run, having also added new skills to 
her already extensive range.

Continued on next page
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When the story began in 1837, the youthful Alfred 
was just a boy. At first he was not party to what 
was happening within his family, but gradually he 
was brought into the family business – a suc-
cessful bakery by day and their work of helping 
an endless stream of slaves to reach freedom. 
Secrecy was the key to success. 
    An interesting twist to this tale was Robyn’s 
introduction of Abigail, a fictional descendent of 
the Burnetts, living in Auckland in 2015. 
    An ancient coin found amongst the letters 
was the instrument that sent Abigail back in time 
to meet Alfred, with whom she formed a bond. 
Throughout the book she travelled between the 
mid 1880s and 2015, discovering first-hand what 
really happened during this time. 
Having studied American history at school she 
was also able to reassure Alfred that the work 
he and his family were doing would eventually be 
worthwhile. This time travel twist gives a sense of 
intrigue to an already gripping tale. 
    Incidents in the book where slaves were 
recaptured and sent back to their former owners 
to be punished horrendously, are a very real 
reminder of the terror of being a slave on the run.  
Mob riots and the destruction of the Burnett’s 
home and business reveal that these horrific 
attacks were not only confined to escaping slaves. 
Feisty Cornelius, the family patriarch, had an 
all-encompassing commitment to the cause. He 
appeared not to care what price the family paid 
for their involvement. When the story concluded 

in 1841 there were decisions made that forced big 
changes for the family.
    If you enjoy this book be assured, there is a 
sequel in the pipeline. Alf is now an adult, seeking 
freedom to be himself and to follow his dreams. 
A second protagonist in this story is John, who 
featured as a minor character in It Happened on 
Fifth Street.  It will be similar to the current book, 
with both men telling their stories from their very 
different perspectives. Book two promises to be 
an equally good read for those who like historical 
fiction or are interested in American history.

It Happened On Fifth Street is available through 
Amazon and the author’s website at https://ww-
wrobynrpearce.com. It is also available through 
NZ bookshops and Book Depository. 

It Happened on Fifth Street  It Happened on Fifth Street  (Continued from previous page)

Above: An example of crosshatch writing, 
which was used in some of the Burnett fami-
ly’s letters.  Crosshatch writing is a technique 
which was used when paper was in short 
supply in the 1880s. The full page is written 
and then the paper is turned 90 degrees and 
written over the top of the other writing. Whilst 
it was difficult to read it was made less so as 
as the handwriting was very neat. 
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 Historical novel  travels from Newgate to Botany Bay Historical novel  travels from Newgate to Botany Bay

Based loosely on 
the deeds of British 
prison reformer 
Elizabeth Fry, this 
tumultuous novel 
takes readers from 
the sitting rooms of 
England, to infamous 
Newgate Prison, to a 
prison ship heading 
for the colony of Bot-
any Bay in Australia.

Falsely accused of theft, Louise finds herself in 
Newgate, that most notorious of British prisons. 
The innocent young woman is 
placed amongst thieves and 
prostitutes, where fights, hun-
ger, and cold are a daily reality. 
Those who survive, must then 
undergo a five-month voyage to  
Britain’s prison colony in Austra-
lia, where convicted women are 
regarded as a commodity to be 
bought and sold.

Yet Louise’s group of women 
coming out of Newgate manage 
to keep their self-respect. Under 
the influence of Elizabeth Fry, 
a gentle Quaker who teaches 
Newgate’s children, the female inmates are 
taught to knit and sew, gaining confidence in 
themselves. They also gain a healthy respect 
for the teachings of the Bible. From the worst 
of society comes a hope to see ‘Beyond the 

Horizon’ and perhaps even find some romance 
along the way.
About the Author: Born in England, Elaine 
Blick moved with her family to New Zealand 
when she was five. The retired teacher attend-
ed Auckland Teachers’ College and Auckland 
University. This is her eighth novel. “I was 
inspired to write this book after reading a 
couple of biographies about Elizabeth Fry, 
the prison reformer. I was so impressed by 
the impact she had on the women prisoners 
in Newgate, when she went amongst them 
fearlessly taking only a Bible with her. I felt a 
book needed to be written showing how she 
affected their individual lives. I then went on to 

read widely about transportation 
to Australia.”
 
“The action takes place during 
the Napoleonic Wars at the 
beginning of the 19th century. Its 
realistic characters overcome 
what seems to be impossible, 
and its strong female lead sets a 
wonderful example of what wom-
en characters in literature can 
accomplish,” said Lynn Eddy, VP 
of acquisitions, Strategic Book 
Publishing and Rights Agency.

BEYOND THE HORIZON (ISBN: 978-1-952269-
31-8) is now available for US $15 and can be 
ordered through the publisher’s website: 
www.sbpra.com/ElaineBlick or at your favorite 
book seller. It is also available directly from the 
author for NZ $25. Email: blickelaine@gmail.com

There will be a book launch for Beyond the Horizon at the Church By The 
Seashore on Saturday 11th July. The time will be announced on Grapevine 
nearer the book launch date.
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If you have an interest in sewing, a yearning to 
mix socially with others in the community and 
do something to support children, there is a 
project to suit you that happens on a monthly 
basis in the Waiau Pa Hall. 
    Run by the local Kiwanis club the “Trauma 
Dolls” group meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the hall to make dolls for Kidz 
First Hospital. 
    The dolls are made of calico 
and are basically a ‘blank 
canvas”. At Kidz First Hospital 
surgeons and other doctors 
use the dolls to visually explain 
what is going to happen during 
a child’s operation or other 
treatment - hence the calico 
fabric that can be drawn 
or written on - or even bandaged to show a 
broken limb!.
The dolls become the property of the children, 
who can take them home when they leave hos-
pital. They are an important part of a child’s 
stay in Kidz First.
    The ladies (and one man usually in charge of 
refreshments) gather at the hall around 10am. 
The workload is shared. Some cut the dolls 
out, others (the ones who bring their sewing 
machines along) sew them together before 
passing the dolls to ladies who do the stuffing 
(soft polyester fibre which is washable.) The 
final stage is a bit of hand stitching to close 
the seam.
    Because of the diversity of jobs required to 
achieve the production of the dolls it is not a 
requirement to be a good sewer. Anyone can 
stuff a doll!
    There is always a great deal of chatter - the 
cameraderie is evident. At the end of the day 
there is a large pile of dolls to be delivered to 
Kidz First - “50 or 60 per month” Dianna esti-
mates, saying “Since the project began we have 
given about two thousand dolls to Kidz First.”

    The Trauma Doll project began 
in 2015 in the home of a Kiwanian 
but expanded quickly when it was 
moved to the Waiau Pa Hall around 
a year later. Dianna says “we have put on 
three Xmas lunches since being at the hall. It’s 
not all hard work!”

    In recent times the sewing 
projects have expanded to 
include drawstrings bags and 
pouches for female personal 
items.
    Dianna would like to ac-
knowedge a few of the people 
that have helped make this 
project a success, especially 
the approximately 25 ladies 

who turn up regularly each month: David’s 
Emporium Manukau, has donated about 10 rolls 
of material; Kevens Curtains Pukekohe has also 
donated fabric; Nicola and the team at Vintage 
Cafe are most approciated for supplying lunch-
es; the Kiwanis club supplies stuffing for the 
dolls and the hall is given free of charge.

If you are interested in joining the Trauma Doll 
group that will reconvene on the first Wednes-
day in July, contact Dianna Aislabie 
on 027 281 9428

Kiwanis Trauma Dolls project to restart in lockdown level 1Kiwanis Trauma Dolls project to restart in lockdown level 1

6/15/2020 20200615_155137.jpg
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Can you help to Warm Little Hearts?

In the first few months of babies’ lives, it’s crucial that they are being kept nice and 
warm. Sadly, many babies are being born into environments that are very cold - 
substandard housing with no insulation or heating, additionally sometimes mums just 
don’t have the funds to dress their babies for warmth.

Warming Hearts came about to fill that gap and ensure mums and bubs are given the 
necessary bedding and clothing to provide the very best protection against the cold, 
keeping babies hearts warm and giving them a fighting chance to stay healthy.

How does it work? They collect donated baby items from prem to 6 months. They 
source them from our community and sometimes buy them directly themselves. The 
items then get sorted and bundles are created and filled with everything a baby needs 
to stay warm and given to midwives and social workers to pass on directly to mums 
and bubs.

If you have any baby items you no longer need which are prem - 6 months - cotton, wool 
or merino in good condition, please drop them off to Harcourt Clarks Beach office or give 
to any of our agents. We will ensure the items are dropped off for bundling & delivery.

Harcourts Clarks Beach is proud to support Warming Hearts.

Office Hours : Monday, Wednesday and Friday - 9:00AM to 2:00PM

Fiona Millen
Sales Consultant |  0274 469 824

Samara Billington
Sales Consultant |  0220 750 669

Bonnie Reid
Sales Consultant |  021 2220 963

Kim-Maree Osborne
Sales Consultant |  0274 919 205

Port Realty 201 – Licensed Agent REAA 2008   www.portrealty.co.nz

  0800 122 422 Clarks Beach
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Waiau Pa Volunteer Fire Waiau Pa Volunteer Fire 
& Emergency  Services Brigade& Emergency  Services Brigade

Please don’t be complacent with Covid-19. There 
have been a few reported cases in the Franklin area. 

This year Waiau Pa Fire has attended 60 calls, 34 Fire 
and Property and 26 medical. Since the start of March 

Waiau Pa Fire has responded to 27 calls, 11 Fire and Property and 16 medical calls. One helicopter 
for a medical call. Auckland currently has an Open Fire Season. https://www.checkitsalright.nz/ 

Covid-19: Operations How we operated during level 4. The Fire Fighters were split into two 
crews: the Chief crew and the Deputy Chief crew. The crews attended calls on alternate days. 
Only one vehicle (appliance or van) was sent to a call unless the second vehicle was requested. 
At any time more Fire Fighters were able to be alerted and responded. At a medical call one Fire 
Fighter entered the premises wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Waiau Pa Fire is a 
First Response station with Fire Fighters trained at a high level. We are responded by St John 
and an Ambulance is always sent. Waiau Pa Fire Station was closed with all Fire Fighters using 
the sanitizer on entry. 

Fire Advice: FMG Fireplaces were the leading cause of significant house fires in 2019. Inspect 
your fireplace and chimney for deterioration. Good to give the chimney a sweep to remove 
creosote, soot and ash. Also don’t forget to put the fire guard up too. Fire Alarms There is no 
doubt about it, fire alarms save lives. Fire and Emergency New Zealand (FENZ) found that in 80% 
of house fires they’ve attended, smoke alarms were either not properly installed or not working. 
Check your smoke alarms, press the button and check they’re working or change the batteries. 

Murray Gallagher Counties Computer Consultants
http://www.facebook.com/waiaupafire        www.merlinit.co.nz

SHOWHOME OPEN 

21 JONAH LOMU DRIVE
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Alan Cole - Franklin Local Board (Ph. 021923719)
Email: alan.cole@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency and Auckland Transport are seeking com-
munity feedback on a range of proposals for public transport, rail upgrades, 
road improvements, and new walking and cycling networks. The Supporting 
Growth Program is leading the planning process and is now identifying and 
protecting the land that will be needed for these future projects. The six 
projects are Mill Road Takanini through to Drury, Pukekohe Expressway and 
connections to State Highway 22, Pukekohe urban arterial north-east section, Rail upgrades- new 
proposed train stations at Drury Central- Drury West- Paerata and Drury local road upgrades 
including safe, separated walking and cycling paths. Community feedback was open from 18 May to 
12 June 2020 for these projects at the following link   www.supportinggrowth.govt.nz/have-your-
say/south/                                                                                                         

In response to one of the most severe droughts in Auckland’s history, Auckland Council’s Emergen-
cy Committee voted unanimously to introduce mandatory water restrictions, which came into ef-
fect across the region from Saturday 16 May. The first stage of restrictions ban the use of outdoor 
hoses and water-blasters. It will also prohibit the watering of sports fields, plants or paddocks 
unless an irrigation system is fitted with soil moisture or rain sensors and require car washes 
to operate only if they use recyclable water. The proposed water use restrictions cover outdoor 
water use because it can be observed and if necessary, enforced. None of the three stages impose 
restrictions on water for drinking or sanitary use of water in the household, or operations that use 
water for health, safety, emergency and biosecurity measures. Currently Watercare are working 
on adding another 30million litres a day of supply by August.                          

Happy to take your feedback on these or any other things that are on your mind on the above 
contacts 
Alan
Have your say and help shape Auckland:
Help us shape Auckland. Joining the People’s Panel is a quick and easy way to give your feedback 
and ideas to help make Aucland a great place to live.
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/have-your-say/Pages/home.aspx
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Andrew Bayly holds regular constituency 
clinics. To make an appointment please 
contact the Hunua Electorate office. 

HUNUA ELECTORATE OFFICE 
A | 7 Wesley Street, Pukekohe. 
P | 09 238 5977 during office hours.

ANDREW BAYLY 

MP FOR HUNUA

Funded by the Parliamentary Service and authorised by 
Andrew Bayly MP, 7 Wesley Street, Pukekohe.
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ALTOGETHER

ALTO G E T H E R B E T T E R RReessiiddeenntt iiaall   / Commercial / Rura l  / Property Serv ices

RREECCEENNTTLLYY  LLIISSTTEEDD  PPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS
Call me today for your dream to become your home!

MMiicchheellee  MMaatthhiieessoonn  027 486 3738
BBAAYYLLEEYYSS  RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE  LLTTDD,,  PPUUKKEEKKOOHHEE,,  LLIICCEENNSSEEDD  UUNNDDEERR  TTHHEE  RREEAAAA  22000088

53 Percy Millen | Waiau Pa

233 Mckenzie Road | Waiau Pa 

1380C Glenbrook Road | Glenbrook

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

SOLD
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Local ContactsLocal Contacts
Waiau Pa Fire Brigade: 232 0203 (Unattended) EMERGENCIES: Dial 111
A.F.S. Student Exchange Programme: Moira Scott 09 232 0150
Athletics - Waiau Pa:waiaupaathletics@gmail.com www.waiaupaathletics.co.nz
Basketball: Scott Kelso 021 901 333 www.wpcbbasketball.nz   wpcbbasketball@gmail.com
Boating Club: Norbert Stumpel (Chairman) 232 0060 www.waiaupaboatclub.org.nz
Bowling Club:Margaret  2321797 or Steve  2321544
Civil Defence: Darren McDonald 232 0300 or Barry Owen 232 1442
Garden group: Jeanette Guy 0274 771 175 or Glenys Laing 236 3716
Golf Club Clarks Beach: 232 1788
Hockey: Daniel Schofield 021 038 3209 Seniors; Karen McConnell 027 283 2585 Juniors
Indoor Bowls: Diana Hamer 232 1281 
Cub Scouts- (8- 10.5 yrs) Katrina - 027 489 5057
Kea Scouts- (6- 8 yrs) Marnie- 021 587 918
Scouts- (10.5- 14.5 yrs) Steve - 021 277 7888
Kindergarten: 232 1211     
Kiwanis Club: Rachael Bro 021 160 8340
JP’s: Graham Coles 232 1719; Hansa Naran 2997787; Phil Carter, 021 245 2495
Netball: Secretary, Alana Wharerau 021 118 0671    
Playgroup: Email: clarksbeachplaygroup@gmail.com
Pippins, Brownies, Guides, Rangers: Helen Gallagher 232 1646, Catherine Pollock 236 3856
Pony Club: 09 947 7500 or visit www.waiaupaponyclub.co.nz
Ratepayers Association: Paul Arthur 021 770 999
Taekwon-Do: (8 yrs and over) Melanie Lockwood 09 232 1609
Yacht Club: Neil Robinson 021 616 691 or Paul Ayers 0275 843 262

We also print:
@ ALPINE GRAPHICS

Proudly printed by:

Business Cards | Leaflets | Brochures | Posters, Banners | Corflutes | Magnets

YG4/EJ/MJ/04-11/R34.0

GOOD DESIGN 
SELLS...FACT
great value artwork packages 
to suit every budget	 P 09 238 3344  |  E info.pukekohe@printing.com   |   5 West Street, Pukekohe

Ph: 09 238932622 Queen St, Pukekohe  www.kevenscurtains.co.nz

FREE DRAPE MAKING 
ON SELECTED FABRICS!*

HURRY, LIMITED TIME ONLY          *Conditions Apply 

30% OFF       SELECTED    
                                        ASPECT BLINDS*


